'Warwick to sign deal for
first science park in Russia

By John Revill
Business Staff

Warwick Manufacturing Group, part of
the University of Warwick; is close to
signing a deal to help set up the first sci-
ence park in Russia.

A delegation from Russia’s leading
technological university visited WMG for
talks in establishing the IT site in St
Petersburg. A memorandum of under-
standing is due to be signed with repre-
sentatives from Bonch-Bruevich Saint
Petersburg State University of Telecom-
munications in November.

It is the region’s biggest training and
scientific complex specialising in infor-
mation and communications technolo-
gies. The deal will see Bonch-Bruevich
expand its collaborative research and
education programmes with Warwick
University. It could mean extra income
for Warwick along with more opportuni-
ties to work with existing clients on a
global basis.

The arrangement follows a visit by the
Russian Minister of ‘Telecommunica-
tions, who came to WMG earlier this year
to discuss the potential for it to provide
support in research, education and
knowledge transfer to companies based in
Russia. This follows the model success-
fully applied in WMG’s collaborative
operations in China, India, Singapore,
South Africa and Thailand.

A delegation led by Professor Alexan-
der Gogol, the rector of the university,
visited Warwick this week to discuss the
development °

Prof Gogol said: “We have plans to
develop our own technology park. We
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have come to Warwick because neither
our university or Russia as 2 whole has any
experience in setting one up.

“This would be the first technology
park in Russia, this will be a pilot project
for the country, and we hope to get some
experience from Warwick in how to do
this.” The link came about following a
suggestion from Leonid Reiman, the
Russian minister for information and
technology and communications, who isa
graduate of Bonch Bruevich University
and who visited WMG in January.

Prof Gogol said setting up.the tech-
nology park would help the university
harness the skills of the people around St
Petersburg and develop companies and
products. He said: “We have access to the
manpower in Russia, there are a lot of
resources and people with the skills.
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“The sector is quite developed, but we
need to see the results of these people, the
products. of their work. We want to move
from making things by hand to the latest
technology as well. We hope this con-
nection will help us do this.

“It is true we have strong scientists and
scholars, but much of the manufacturing is
done in either the Far East or western
countries. We need to develop and make
our own products. We can make some-
thing as a one off, but not in line produc-
tion. We do not think about the difficulties
of the processes and the costs of -these
products. Now we want to learn how to do
that.

“This sector is most important to us.”

Prof Gogol added he was looking for-
ward to the partnership which would see
academics from Warwick visit Russia on

a regular basis. He said: “If we start this
co-operation, it could go on for a longer
term. We hope to sign a memorandum of
understanding, so we can develop the
relationship. We are looking for ways
how we can help and support each other in
the IT community.” :

The university said it has 45 hectares of
free land on which to develop th
park, of which it expects to use .

The site could create 10,00(
computer science and commMuNiCa wuwvaw.

The park is currently under construc-
tion, with several firms already signed up
to occupy part of it.

Dr David Mullins, director of research
at WMG, said: “This will be our first
presence in Russia to provide education
and R&D for local and global companies.
There will be mutual benefit between the
universities.”

There will be no cost to the UK, said Dr
Mullins, with funding coming from the
companies being assisted.

“We will agree what the costs are going
to be and then both universities will share
the profits. It is a good university with
R&D opportunities for the strong science
base there already is in Russia.

“We work with global companies and
support them wherever they are based,
this is part of the internationalising of
what we do. Knowledge and organisa-
tions are global, and we have have to work
at a global level, otherwise you can
become parochial.” i

WMG founder and director Professor
Lord Kumar Bhattacharyya said: “This
new collaboration will benefit both War-
wick and Saint Petersburg universities as
well as Russian companies and global
organisations with a base in Russia.”




